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Garbage Citizenship:
Vibrant Infrastructures of Discard
In Dakar, Senegal

RmaﬁndFra&minks’srm&manﬁnucmmﬁnmmmdmg
household waste m Dakar, Senegal Dakar's city sireets have
oscillated between remarkably tidy and dangerously disorderly as
the city’s garbage mfrastructure has become the stage for struggles
over government, the value of labor, and the dignity of the working
poor In Senegal’s neoliberal era. Her work details how disciplimng
pecple through the burdens of waste disposal has become a pnmary
mode of state power and at the same time, how these ordenng

projects have been intensely fraught. Through clogzing streets with
the city’s rejectamenta, garbage xmrlstshwemgedaxumal
refusal to be refuse. Ofien framed through discourses of Islamuc
pietjr,meirstmgglﬂhavepmﬁdedaputentlmgmgemmﬁque
Senegal’s npeoliberal frajectory amd assert nghts to far
labor. Drawmng on this nch history, she seeks to reframe how we
understand the role of labor in mfrastructural politics and the vibrant

matenality of ciizenship struggles.



