
12th Annual African Studies Association Presidential Lecture at Rutgers 

“A place to call home?  
The politics of urban residential development in Luanda, Angola” 

 

Thursday, April 27, 2017 
2:50pm-4:10pm  

Frelinghuysen Hall B2 
(College Avenue Campus) 

 

Proudly Presented by the Rutgers: 

Center for African Studies 

GAIA Centers 

Undergraduate Academic Affairs, 

and the African Studies Association  

Abstract: From Angola to Ethiopia, authoritarian governments 

across Africa have launched  grandiose master plans for their 

capital cities, financed large scale residential development pro-

jects, and distributed electricity, water, roads, and education 

to the middle class and the poor.  These efforts reflect the aspi-

rations of government officials to create "world class cities" 

and the desires of investors to profit from burgeoning real es-

tate markets.  Yet, they also expose the political objectives 

currently driving urban transformation by authoritarian re-

gimes.  Drawing on ethnographic and survey research conduct-

ed in Luanda, this paper shows how the Angolan government 

has relied on slum clearance and housing construction, dispos-

session as well as home ownership to "order power", to assert 

its authority over residents.  State policies have generated new 

social and spatial change, but disapproval voiced by residents 

suggests that the realization of a new urban dreamscape may 

have backfired.  
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