Please attend a talk by artist Janet Goldner entitled,
“I ni ce, thank you, merci: The Art of the Groupe Bogolan Kasobane

Tuesday, October 6, 2009
Beck Hall, Room 219
3:20pm-4:40pm
Livingston Campus

The Groupe Bogolan Kasobane is a collective of six artists
from Mali who have been working together since 1978. The
members of the Groupe were concerned about perpetuating
the culture of Mali. After having graduated from art school,
they traveled throughout Mali to research the traditions and
practices of bogolan (mud cloth). Their findings enabled them
to read the significance of the cloths which were in danger of
being lost due to the cultural disruption and erasure that re-
sulted from colonialism.

Traditionally, bogolan was used only for clothing. Their insis-
tence on using local materials in their art and "elevating"” ma-
terials associated with craft is a strategy employed by many
contemporary artists throughout the world who use the mate-
rials at hand in their work. Their works are layered with
meanings. Even without knowing the significance of the sym-
bols, the works hold as paintings. An appreciation of Malian
history and culture adds specificity to the work and aids in the
protection of the symbols.
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