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“The Dignity Jurisprudence of South Africa” 

Drucilla Cornell received her B.A. in philosophy and mathematics from Antioch College in 1978, and her J.D. 
from UCLA Law School in 1981. She is professor of political science, women's studies, and comparative  
literature at Rutgers University. Prior to beginning her life as an academic, Cornell was a union organizer for a 
number of years. She worked for the UAW, the UE, and the IUE in California, New Jersey, and New York. She 
played a key role in organizing the conference on deconstruction and justice at the Benjamin N. Cardozo 
School of Law in 1989, 1990, and 1993-a conference at which Jacques Derrida is thought by many to have 
made his definitive philosophical turn toward the ethical. In addition, she has worked to coordinate Law and 
Humanities Speakers Series with the Jacob Burns Institute for Advanced Legal Studies and the Committee on 
Liberal Studies at the New School for Social Research. Professor Cornell was professor at the Cardozo School 
of Law from 1989 to 1994. From 1994-2001, she was professor of law at Rutgers-Newark Law School. Her 
other academic appointments include visiting distinguished professor of philosophy at Warwick University, UK; 
visiting professor of philosophy at SUNY Stonybrook; professor at the National Endowment of the Humanities 
Summer Institute. She has been a senior fellow at A.D. Whitehouse, Cornell University, and a Mellon fellow at 
the Institute for Advanced Study in Princeton. She has written numerous articles on contemporary continental 
thought, critical theory, grass-roots political and legal mobilization, jurisprudence, women's literature, feminism, 
aesthetics, psychoanalysis, and political philosophy.   

Date:  Wednesday, December 13, 2006 
 
Time:  7pm 
 
Place: Bartlett Hall, Room 123 
           Cook Douglass Campus 

For a copy of the flyer visit the Global Initiative website: http://ruafrica.rutgers.edu/global_initiative/events/index.html   

For more please visit http://polisci.rutgers.edu/FACULTY/BIOS/Cornell.html 


